WORK IN THE GREAT STATE

engine which is a triumph of human skill, exercised
upon shoddy material. The average workman is
so used to working upon rubbish that he fails to
perceive the irony of it. The bricklayer takes the
bricks and mortar as they come along; it is all the
same to him whether the bricks be soft or hard, or
whether the mortar be good cement or pure mud.
The carpenter uses the timber supplied to him by
the jerry-builder, however green, however shaky.
The weaver will as readily weave you a shoddy weft
on a cotton warp as produce a piece of good, honest
woollen cloth. Twenty per cent, of the material used
by the British woollen and worsted industries consists oj
shoddy. This shoddy is worked up with pure wool
in various proportions. It is safe to say that no
poor man ever wears a garment wholly made of
honest woollen material. If our workmen began
questioning their materials, I really shudder to think
what would happen to their next wages bill, or to what
sort of dimensions our industrial production wrould be
reduced, We are surrounded by rubbish on every
side. All but a tiny proportion of the houses of
the country are furnished with rubbish and cur-
tained with rubbish and fastened up with rubbish.
The greater part of household coal, which costs its
getters so much in life and its purchasers so much
in money, is wasted in rubbish grates and rubbish
ranges. It is impossible to exaggerate in this con-
nection; the reality is an exaggeration beyond all
imagining.
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